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Wakefield fair trade queen celebrates
ethical consumerism milestones

By Trevor Greenway

Twenty-three years ago,
Anne Winship drank the best
cup of coffee she ever had in her
life — a coffee that would change
her life forever.

It was a steaming, hot cup of
Bean Fair Coffee — one of the
first 10 certified fair trade busi-
nesses in Canada, and she loved
it so much that she wanted to
sell it.

“I thought it was something
that I believed in and that I could
do as an at-home business,” said
Bean Fair Coffee owner Winship.

The Wakefield mom had just
given birth to her son Angus
and was looking for something
to pay the bills but not exhaust
her. She took over Bean Fair
from a crew of Ottawa coffee
gals and started selling it locally,
part-time. It wasn’t long before
Wakefield woke up and smelled
the coffee.

“It was challenging back
then because I knew what fair
trade was, but hardly anyone
did back then,” added Winship.
“I was in Wakefield, so that was
a good start. People here are
aware of the bigger picture in
the world, so that helped. Wake-
field has been my biggest sales
point, consistently.”

Bean Fair turns a whopping
25 this year — 23 of those years
under Winship’s steady com-
mand. The business may not
be on top of TSE, but that was
never the idea. Winship’s vision
for Bean Fair Coffee was “small
is beautiful.” Although she may
never reach millions in sales
every year, she said she is aware
of the difference her business
has made in other parts of the
world.

Winship  purchases her
certified organic beans from
countries plagued with
socio-economic issues — Peru,

Guatemala, Nicaragua and
Bolivia - places with “no social
safety nets.” Winship visited one
of the cooperatives she supports
in Bolivia almost a decade ago
and saw first-hand the differ-
ence Hills coffee aficionados are
making.

“[World coffee bean produ-
cers] get a stable price per pound
for coffee and they also get a
social payment too, so they can
hire teachers, get new trucks,
improve their infrastructure,”
explained Winship.

“That’s the main point —
that you are helping people by
what you are buying. It's not
charity. You get an excellent
product and the producers get a
stable living.”

Almost a decade into her
Bean Fair business, Winship
decided to extend her vision and
helped La Péche become the first
certified Fair Trade Town in
Quebec. It was another way for
Winship and committee mem-
bers Dougal Rattray, Alise Mar-
lane and Chantal Plamondon to
move the fair trade ball forward
— and the support kept coming.
She had representation from
the former St. Andrew’s Church
minister Gisele Gilfillan, sup-
port from Wakefield Commerce
members Roberta Bouchard and
Plamondon, as well as political
support from then Wakefield
councillor Lynne Berthiaume.
Everyone believed in the idea
and it began to flower.

Since that Fair Trade Town
sign went up on at the Wake-
field Spring along Valley Drive
15 years ago, Wakefield has
fully embraced its status. There
is fair-trade chocolate, soccer
balls, bananas, sugar, molasses,
rice and more. Several Wake-
field restos also jumped on
board, with the Wakefield Mill,
Nikosi, Rutherford’s Bistro and
Pipolinka Bakery all using fair
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Région Outaouais

CONVOCATION ASSEMBLEE
GENERALE ANNUELLE

JEUDI, LE 2 JUIN 2022 DES 9 H 30

Les membres sont invités a participer a 'assemblée
générale annuelle de la FADOQ - Région Outaouais
qui se tiendra au secrétariat régional a Gatineau le
2 juin 2022. Pour des raisons de sécurité sanitaire,
les places sont limitées. Linscription est obligatoire.

RSVP par courriel avant le 21 mai 2022 en précisant
votre numéro de membre et vos coordonnées :
joanne.lemay@fadoqoutaouais.gc.ca .

Deux (2) postes d'administrateurs membres du
secrétariat régional sont ouverts. Si vous désirez
présenter votre candidature, veuillez SVP
communiquer avec la directrice générale,
Mme Anne Desforges : (819) 777-5774
anne.desforges.dg@fadoqoutaouais.qc.ca .

trade products in their dishes.

“They are all products that
have sketchy backgrounds with
labour. With chocolate, there is
child slavery; bananas tradition-
ally come with terrible working
conditions with pesticides,”
explained Winship. “All the fair
trade products and coffee too,
they are grown in an environ-
mental way. My coffee is also
certified organic, but all the fair
trade products have an environ-
mental component too.”

Winship is throwing a
15th-anniversary bash at the
Wakefield Market’s opening
weekend, May 14, and will also
be celebrating 25 years of Bean
Fair Coffee the same day. She’s
inviting locals to come down and
celebrate the difference they’ve
all made together over the last
two-and-a-half decades. The
party gets underway at 10 a.m.

For more information about
fair trade products in Wakefield,
visit fairtradevillage.ca/. More
details about Bean Fair coffee
can be found at BeanFair.ca.

to receive official Fair Trade status.

FAIR TRADE CERTFIED

FAIR TRADE VILLAGE

aume, Bean Fair owner Anne Winship, her son Angus, and Fair Trade Com-
mittee members Alise Marlane and Jay Sinha pose with the Fair Trade Town
sign installed 15 years ago when Wakefield became the first Quebec town
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Anne Winship toured a co-
operative in Bolivia that she
supports through her Bean Fair
Coffee company in Wakefield.
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TION SALE

FRIDAY EVENING MAY 13 AT 7:00 PM
for PRESTON & TERRY CULL - 923 SPENCE RD, DOUGLAS, ONT

Approx. 75 Charolais, whites/tans & reds X-Bred - first or second calf Heifers.
Bred to large frame Charolais Bulls. Majority with calves at foot, remainder due anytime.

SATURDAY MAY 14 AT 10:30 AM
for TERRY 0°GORMAN - 1448 COBDEN RD, R.R.#4 COBDEN, ONT

Approx. 95 acres of land consisting of approx 5 acres mixed bush & approx 90 acres tillable
clay/loam soil randomly tiled. The farm has a 24" outlet. Currently producing hay & fall wheat.
This is a golden opportunity to be able to purchase productive farm land with easy access from
main roads. TERMS: $50,000.00 down payment on day of sale, remainder due in 75 days. Subject to
reserve bid. Viewing by APPOINTMENT ONLY, by contacting Terry at 613-646-7755.
Property being sold as-is, how-is. Selling at 12:00 p.m. Fall wheat not included in sale, renters.

Deutz-Fahr Agrotron M60O0 tractor, 4WD « Case IH 115U Farmall tractor « Case IH L745 loader
Case IH 5130 tractor, 4WD « Krone 4013cu discbine « Kuhn GA6002 rake
Case IH 5100 seed drill » Westeel grain bin « 40 ton, air floor « 18'X60" slab upright silo
Hagedorn 277 Series Il manure spreader « Kverneland 4 furrow plow « Bruns 400 gravity wagon
Farm equipment « 2 large barn fans (in wall) « Assort. of everyday farm tools « and misc farm items.

Check PRESTONCULL.COM for complete listing & pictures « Lunch By Billy T

AUCTIONEER: Preston Cull, R.R.#1Douglas - 613-649-2378

BIBLIO WAKEFIELD LIBRARY

FOR LIBRARY HOURS GO TO THE WEBSITE:

www.bibliowakefieldlibrary.ca
600D

Readiny!

Material Traces of War
by S.Barker, K.Cooke
& M.McCullough
Stories of Canadian women
and conflict, 1914 - 1945

Trans Medicine
by Stef M. Shuster
The emergence and practice
of treating gender

38 VALLEY DRIVE, WAKEFIELD
PHONE: (819) 459-3266



